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principles of fair play and justice, and appealed to His Excellency
to make a strenuous effort to bring about a satisfactory solution
of the question, while thanking him and the Government of
India for the keen and active interest they had taken in the
subject.

The Viceroy, in reply, assured the deputation that he fully
realized the strength of Mahomedan feeling on the subject,
which had his great sympathy, and from his first association
with India he had wished to bring about a settlement which
would really satisfy the Mahomedans.   The British Go\Ternment
had been left in no doubt as to the views of Indian Mahomedans,
and, he assured the deputation, the Government of India would
continue to insist, by every means in their power, upon the
strength of their feelings.   The Viceroy said his impression was
that Mahomedans felt that they had the sympathy and support
of the Government of India ;  but they did not feel that this
was bringing about the results they desired in the-modification
of the Treaty.    He asked the deputation not to come too lightly
to that conclusion.   The representations of the Government of
India were having, he hoped and believed, more effect than
they were perhaps aware of.   It was not possible publicly to
discuss the situation in such an international matter, but he
could give them a ray of hope, namely, that he had heard from
the Secretary of State within the last few days that many of
the representations which he and his Government had made,
were having good effect, and that he had reason to hope they
would prove successful in bringing about a satisfactory settle-
ment with Turkey at an early date.   That was the situation,
and he could only hope that peace would soon come.   He asked
the deputation to bear in mind, that if the result were not immedi-
ately visible, nevertheless the views of Indian Mahomedans were
having more effect than they realized.   He did not want to lead
them to the conclusion that they would obtain all they had
put forward.   He wished they could, and he would certainly
help all in his power.   What he meant was that he believed the
conclusion would be very different from that of 1920, and they
would find, even if they did not obtain all they asked, that they
had gained very substantially.

In conclusion, the Viceroy assured the deputation that
nothing was further from the truth than the view that the
British Government was hostile to Islam. To treat religion
apart from politics was a standing principle of the British
Government.